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July 1, 2011 

 

Otis Conservation Commission and Watson Pond Association, via email 

 

Dear Madams and Sirs: 

 

The treatment of Watson Pond was initiated on June 6, 2011 and has been tracked through 25 

days at this point. Based on fluridone testing last week, two days after a boost treatment in just 

the northwest arm of the lake, it was determined that the rain and uptake had decreased the 

concentration in the other areas of the pond to below the target level. Consequently, a boost 

treatment was conducted on Wednesday, June 29
th

, addressing the northeast arm of the lake and 

the southern basin. Treatment was avoided within several hundred feet of the outlet.  

 

So as of today, we have had an initial treatment on June 6
th

, a boost treatment in the northwest 

arm on June 21
st
, and a boost treatment in the northeast and south arms on June 29

th
.  In essence, 

the pond has been treated with the full dose once to start with and a half dose in each area once 

since then. 

 

The results of fluridone testing through June 23 are provided below. 

 
Fluridone concentration (ppb) at monitored stations on sampling dates  

Station Description 6/3/2011 6/9/2011 6/14/2011 6/20/2011 6/23/2011

1 Northwest arm 23.3 9.3 5.3 35.4

2 Northeast arm 25.4 17.8 8.7 9.2

3 Southern basin 27.2 20.6 11.8 11.4

4 Outlet at Lee-Westfield Rd <1 <1 4.3 8.3 8.3

5 Dish Mill Pond <1 <1 1.4 2.5

6 Big Pond inlet <1 <1 <1 <1

Date

 
 

Effort was made to apply the fluridone as evenly as possible in the target areas. Samples were 

collected on Thursday, June 30
th

, for fluridone testing. We will assess where the treatment stands 

next week when we get those results back. 

 

With the rains of the last 10 days, it has been harder to control the concentration and water has 

been flowing out of the pond. A board was removed to gain some detention capacity prior to the 

last boost treatment; replacing it just before treatment resulted in no flow out of the pond, and 

with no major rain in the immediate future, the fluridone should remain where we want it. Even 

so, the concentration of fluridone at Dish Mill Pond and downstream have been too low to affect 

most plant species, so there has been no major risk of downstream impact. 

 



   

  
Page 2 

 
  

 

Within Watson Pond, the dieback of target plants continues. Pond conditions were checked twice 

this week, and we will continue to monitor. No adverse impacts have been noted, other than to 

the target plants. Some plant species are more affected than others, and this is a slow process. 

 

 

Contact me with any questions. 

 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Kenneth J. Wagner, Ph.D., CLM 

Water Resources Manager, WRS INC. 
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Watson Pond Sub-basins 

Northwest Arm 

of Watson Pond 

Northeast Arm 

of Watson Pond 

Southern Basin 

of Watson Pond 


