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July 9, 2011 

 

Otis Conservation Commission and Watson Pond Association, via email 

 

Dear Madams and Sirs: 

 

The treatment of Watson Pond was initiated on June 6, 2011 and has been tracked through 32 days at this point. 

The last boost treatment was conducted on Wednesday, June 29
th

, addressing the northeast arm of the lake and 

the southern basin. Treatment was avoided within several hundred feet of the outlet. In essence, the pond has 

been treated with the full dose once to start with and a half dose in each area once since then. The results of 

fluridone testing through June 30 are provided below. 

 
Fluridone concentration (ppb) at monitored stations on sampling dates  

Station Description 6/3/2011 6/9/2011 6/14/2011 6/20/2011 6/23/2011 6/30/2011 7/5/2011

1 Northwest arm 23.3 9.3 5.3 35.4 11.2

2 Northeast arm 25.4 17.8 8.7 9.2 29.2

3 Southern basin 27.2 20.6 11.8 11.4 23.2

4 Outlet at Lee-Westfield Rd <1 <1 4.3 8.3 8.3 14.3

5 Dish Mill Pond <1 <1 1.4 2.5 13.7

6 Big Pond inlet <1 <1 <1 <1 <1  
 

Samples were collected on Tuesday, July 5th, for fluridone testing, but the results are not yet available. We will 

assess where the treatment stands and what follow up effort is needed when we get those results back, which 

should be very soon. While there has been additional rain, it has not been as plentiful as over the previous week, 

but we may need to boost the concentration in the northwest basin again. 

 

June 30
th

 marks the first testing date on which the fluridone concentration is large enough to affect any plants 

downstream. The measured levels, however, are not likely to impact water lilies or other common plants of this 

aquatic system. No measureable concentration has reached Big Pond, as expected. 

 

Conditions in the pond continue to progress according to the treatment. No stressed animals have been 

observed, and plant die off continues at a slow but appropriate pace. The herbicide does not affect algae, but 

there it is possible that available nutrients could fuel algal blooms. 

However, algal analysis indicates no problem species and generally low algae counts for pond water. 

Zooplankton are not very abundant, but have not been since before treatment. Abundant small fish probably 

create intense predation pressure that limits zooplankton density. 

 

Contact me with any questions. 

 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Kenneth J. Wagner, Ph.D., CLM 

Water Resources Manager, WRS INC. 
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