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July 15, 2011 

 

Otis Conservation Commission and Watson Pond Association, via email 

 

Dear Madams and Sirs: 

 

The treatment of Watson Pond was initiated on June 6, 2011 and has been tracked through 40 

days at this point. Boost treatments have been conducted on June 21
st
, June 29

th
, and this week 

on July 13
th

, each bringing targeted areas back to at least 20 ppb. The pond is divided into three 

general areas (see attached map), and treatment was avoided within several hundred feet of the 

outlet. The results of fluridone testing through June 30 are provided below.  

 
Fluridone concentration (ppb) at monitored stations on sampling dates  

Station Description 6/3/2011 6/9/2011 6/14/2011 6/20/2011 6/23/2011 6/30/2011 7/5/2011 7/11/2011

1 Northwest arm 23.3 9.3 5.3 35.4 11.2 13.5 7.3

2 Northeast arm 25.4 17.8 8.7 9.2 29.2 9.4 10.7

3 Southern basin 27.2 20.6 11.8 11.4 23.2 16.7 13.6

4 Outlet at Lee-Westfield Rd <1 <1 4.3 8.3 8.3 14.3 19.0 14.4

5 Dish Mill Pond <1 <1 1.4 2.5 13.7 17.1 12.9

6 Big Pond inlet <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 3.0 <1

Date

 
 

Samples were collected today, July 15
th

, and the results will be available next week. The water 

level was lowered about 6 inches on July 12
th

 in preparation for this week’s booster treatment, 

and in the absence of rain, there is no significant outflow (some leakage occurs around 

flashboards) at this time.  

 

Conditions in the pond continue to progress according to the treatment, based on a survey today. 

No stressed animals have been observed, and plant die off continues at a slow but appropriate 

pace. The water was slightly murky the day after treatment this week, but was fairly clear today. 

Most plants with surface leaves (lilies, watershield, pondweed) have disappeared from the 

surface. Roots may not have died yet, and it is unlikely that all of these plants will be killed, but 

continued treatment through at least the first week of August is needed to maximize results.  

 

Bladderwort and low milfoil have not died back to the extent observed for other species, but are 

being impacted by the treatment, constituting one important reason to maintain fluridone 

concentrations through at least early August. Some bladderwort has floated to the surface, but in 

much smaller quantities than in previous years. Low milfoil remains on the bottom, as is typical 

for this species. Both show signs of impact through pinkish apical regions of the stem. 

 

Plants will attempt to send up new shoots through the growing season, but if that growth is 

suppressed into August, storage of enough food reserves to resurge from root systems next year 

is unlikely. Seeds may also sprout in response to more light reaching the bottom, and continued 

herbicide presence limits replacement of plants in the year of treatment. Some seeds will sprout 
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next year, starting the rejuvenation of the plant community, and possibly requiring localized 

physical controls as described in the management plan. 

 

Contact me with any questions. 

 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Kenneth J. Wagner, Ph.D., CLM 

Water Resources Manager, WRS INC. 
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Watson Pond Sub-basins 

Northwest Arm 

of Watson Pond 

Northeast Arm 

of Watson Pond 

Southern Basin 

of Watson Pond 


