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July 29, 2011 

 

Otis Conservation Commission and Watson Pond Association, via email 

 

Dear Madams and Sirs: 

 

The treatment of Watson Pond was initiated on June 6, 2011 and has been tracked through 58 

days at this point. Boost treatments have been conducted on June 21
st
, June 29

th
, and July 13

th
, 

each bringing targeted areas back to at least 20 ppb. The pond is divided into three general areas 

(see attached map), and treatment was avoided within several hundred feet of the outlet. The 

results of fluridone testing through July 25th are provided below.  

 
Fluridone concentration (ppb) at monitored stations on sampling dates  

Station Description 6/3/2011 6/9/2011 6/14/2011 6/20/2011 6/23/2011 6/30/2011 7/5/2011 7/11/2011 7/18/2011 7/25/2011

1 Northwest arm 23.3 9.3 5.3 35.4 11.2 13.5 7.3 18.6 13.9

2 Northeast arm 25.4 17.8 8.7 9.2 29.2 9.4 10.7 17.9 16.6

3 Southern basin 27.2 20.6 11.8 11.4 23.2 16.7 13.6 17.8 15.4

4 Outlet at Lee-Westfield Rd <1 <1 4.3 8.3 8.3 14.3 19.0 14.4 11.2 11.6

5 Dish Mill Pond <1 <1 1.4 2.5 13.7 17.1 12.9 7.6 5.9

6 Big Pond inlet <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 3.0 <1 <1 <1

Date

 
 

Conditions have been dry since the last booster treatment, except for a storm early this week, and 

there has been limited outflow from the pond. The concentration of fluridone on July 25
th

 is 

slightly lower than preferred for control of some species, and it appears that we will need another 

booster treatment. Another set of samples will be collected shortly and the results will be used to 

plan the booster dose, which will be administered next week. This report therefore serves as 

notification that there will be a treatment of Watson Pond next week, possibly as early as 

Monday, but most likely on Wednesday. It will be our intent to boost the concentration to about 

25 ppb. The lake will be lowered slightly before treatment, and we hope to hold that 

concentration for an extended period of time, weather permitting. 

 

The lake was surveyed today, by me. Water color is fairly high, but natural for this pond. There 

are still water lilies, watershield, and bigleaf pondweed surviving in some areas, but none of it 

looked healthy. In some areas where water lilies have been completely killed, small floating 

islands have emerged; these include the sometimes massive lily rootstocks, and this is a normal 

occurrence for a treatment like this. Those “islands” will eventually sink, but can be removed if 

so desired. Most of these are in the upstream arms of the pond, away from most houses. Cover of 

the surface by plants with floating leaves is currently minimal, and recreation has been greatly 

facilitated, including boating, fishing and swimming (see photos). 

 

However, the low milfoil and bladderwort have not yet been impacted to the degree preferred by 

the treatment. Low milfoil is not overly common in Watson Pond at this time, and the observed 

plants look sickly, but there are still viable growths. The bladderwort is the primary concern, and 

has formed surface “rafts” in several areas (see photos). Growths are not nearly as expansive or 

dense as in recent past years, but are present and showing only moderate signs of impact. We 
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need to increase the concentration to that initially planned and hold it there for several weeks. 

This is the primary reason for a major booster treatment.  

 

Fishermen report enjoyable angling, and many pickerel are being caught. As these fish tend to 

hide in weed beds, the reduced weed abundance is facilitating capture; they have fewer places to 

hide and lures or bait can be brought to the fish with less interference by plants. There is no 

shortage of insect life, reptiles, or amphibians. 

 

I will be on vacation for the next two weeks. Lycott will handle the booster treatment and the 

Watson Pond Association will continue to monitor fluridone concentrations, but I will not be 

present to assess conditions or file a weekly report next week. I expect to be able to report on or 

near August 12
th

, and will provide additional information on the booster treatment at that time.  

 

Contact me with any questions. 

 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Kenneth J. Wagner, Ph.D., CLM 

Water Resources Manager, WRS INC. 
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Watson Pond Sub-basins 

 

Northwest Arm 

of Watson Pond 

Northeast Arm 

of Watson Pond 

Southern Basin 

of Watson Pond 
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Motorboating, with colored wake visible, 7/29/11 

 
Stand of surviving yellow water lilies, 7/29/11 
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Floating water lily root mass, 7/29/11 

 
“Rafting” bladderwort, 7/29/11 
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Bladderwort growth in SE corner of Watson Pond, 7/29/11 

 
One of the reasons this management is occurring! 


