
Watson	  Pond	  Lake	  Management	  
Committee	  Minutes,	  May	  26,	  2013	  

Co Chairs: 
Craig Drenga email: craigdrenga@yahoo.com 
Suzanne Winnell Hughes email: suzannewinnell@aol.com 
Project Manager: 
Craig Drenga. 
 
Meeting Attendees  

Alicia Dunaj, Jennifer Hardy, Chris & Craig Tighe, Mel & Bev 
Schnoll, Suzanne & Peter Hughes, Ted & Barbara Horwitz, Lou Steinberg, John Harwood 

Meeting brought to order:  12:43 PM. 

Treasurers Report: 

At	  the	  WPA	  meeting,	  which	  was	  held	  before	  this	  WPLMC	  meeting,	  a	  full	  financial	  report	  was	  given	  by	  Peter	  Hughes,	  
Treasurer,	  WPA	  Inc. Please refer to those meeting minutes for the detailed financial report. 

As	  of	  5/14/2013	  we	  have	  $2,735	  in	  the	  weed	  fund.	  

Update on Weeds: 
An updated report from Ken Wagner was received, portions were read, and a copy will be posted with these 
meeting minutes.  Jennifer Hardy advised she would post the complete report to our WPA web-site.  Craig 
Drenga has filed this report with the Con-Com to keep them updated. 

  
Next Steps:  
In June and August we are required to have the water quality assessed.  It was proposed, voted and approved 
to spend up to $2,000 for Ken Wagnerʼs services for the water testing. 
 
Also discussed was the need for WP homeowners to continue to monitor the health of the pond, and to be 
vigilant about awareness of plant growth. Organizing weed pulling teams was discussed.  
 
Education:  
Some of our WP homeowners have attended MACOLAP and LAPA workshops.  Suzanne will contact Craig 
Drenga and Mike Nikituk to request that they give a presentation at the July meeting.  They can share what 
they have learned about which weeds are invasive, which ones we should be pulling and how to dispose of 
them.  They can also advise us about when the best time would be to utilize weed pulling groups. Suzanne will 
again give out leaflets and booklets about identifying invasive species in our pond.  Homeowners are advised 
to refer to their previously received literature. 
 
Future Minutes: 
In order to save costs, we would like to e-mail future newsletters.  If you are currently receiving a paper copy 
via US Mail; and have an e-mail address, please contact Alicia at aliciadunaj@gmail.com to be added to our e-
mail list.  If we have your e-mail address, you will only receive an e-mail, not a paper copy.  Please 
contact Alicia if this is not the case. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:00 PM 

 

Next	  Meeting	  
Sunday	  July	  7,	  	  2013	  

11	  a.m.	  on	  West	  Beach	  

	  
WPA	  Pig	  Roast	  Fundraiser	  

To	  be	  announced	  
	  

Watson	  Pond	  Website	  

www.watsonpondassociation.org	  



Website: 
Reminder:  Please check our website, www.watsonpondassociation.org for reports, minutes, updates, etc. 

Septic Tanks 

As part of our effort to ensure the long-term health and maintenance of our pond, all residents are 
urged to have their septic systems pumped.  Following is a list of local services that have been previously 
used by residents.  Please take the time to read the previously sent and distributed educational material on the 
topic of the importance of septic system pumping. 

Please pump your septic systems every one or two years. 
It is very important to the health of our pond! 

 
Bruce Cooper, Blandford    413-568-3164 
Mount Everett Landscaping and Excavation  413-429-4236 
C and S Septic Services Westfield   413-568-6651 
Ketchen Pumping and Excavation   413-243-3023 
Chuck Lafond, Chester    413-667-3386 
Horkan Septic Tank Services, Southwick  413-569-3778 
Bruce	  Cooper,	  Blandford	   	   	   	   413-‐568-‐3164	  
	  

Next	  Steps	  	  	  (from	  Ken	  Wagner’s	  Update	  Report	  on	  the	  management	  of	  	  Watson	  Pond)	  
	  
Three	  monitoring	  tasks	  are	  ongoing,	  based	  on	  the	  Order	  of	  Conditions:	  1)	  water	  quality	  is	  to	  be	  
assessed	  twice	  per	  year,	  in	  June	  and	  late	  August	  or	  early	  September,	  2)	  aquatic	  vegetation	  is	  to	  
be	  mapped	  once	  per	  year,	  in	  summer,	  and	  3)	  an	  annual	  wildlife	  survey	  is	  to	  be	  conducted.	  Each	  
of	  these	  can	  be	  scheduled	  with	  the	  WPA	  to	  maintain	  compliance.	  The	  wildlife	  habitat	  features	  
other	  than	  vegetation	  are	  unlikely	  to	  change	  significantly,	  and	  since	  vegetation	  is	  surveyed	  
separately,	  this	  may	  not	  be	  a	  critical	  monitoring	  task;	  some	  discussion	  with	  the	  Otis	  
Conservation	  Commission	  may	  be	  warranted.	  Vegetation	  surveys	  can	  be	  conducted	  in	  July	  or	  
August,	  and	  it	  is	  advisable	  to	  have	  a	  June	  check	  to	  determine	  locations	  for	  any	  mechanical	  
controls	  going	  in	  to	  the	  summer	  and	  a	  full	  August	  survey	  of	  the	  70	  established	  points	  to	  provide	  
quantitative	  data	  for	  annual	  comparison.	  Water	  quality	  is	  always	  useful	  in	  assessing	  pond	  
condition,	  and	  the	  twice	  per	  year	  survey	  is	  the	  minimum	  recommended.	  There	  is	  one	  year	  
remaining	  on	  the	  Order	  of	  Conditions	  as	  originally	  formulated,	  but	  the	  change	  in	  permit	  duration	  
by	  the	  Commonwealth	  of	  Massachusetts	  calls	  into	  question	  the	  current	  endpoint	  of	  that	  permit	  
and	  its	  related	  conditions.	  The	  Conservation	  Commission	  should	  be	  consulted	  regarding	  
compliance	  endpoints.	  
Actual	  vegetation	  control	  will	  be	  a	  function	  of	  need,	  and	  is	  expected	  to	  be	  a	  localized	  activity	  
through	  manual	  cutting	  and	  removal.	  Based	  on	  2012	  conditions,	  there	  is	  likely	  to	  be	  an	  ongoing	  
need	  for	  cutting	  bigleaf	  pondweed	  before	  it	  can	  produce	  seeds.	  This	  is	  easily	  accomplished	  by	  
removing	  the	  top	  of	  the	  plant,	  as	  the	  water	  surface,	  as	  the	  seeds	  are	  produced	  on	  stalks	  that	  rise	  
out	  of	  the	  water.	  Manual	  control	  of	  other	  plants	  may	  not	  be	  needed	  based	  on	  current	  conditions,	  
but	  a	  June	  check	  will	  help	  guide	  further	  actions.	  
Watershed	  management	  is	  ongoing,	  but	  there	  is	  relatively	  little	  to	  do	  in	  terms	  of	  physical	  
adjustments.	  Most	  management	  at	  this	  point	  consists	  of	  educating	  residents	  about	  their	  individual	  
or	  family	  roles	  in	  keeping	  the	  lake	  in	  desirable	  condition	  by	  appropriate	  property	  management.	  


