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WATSON POND ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of Meeting 5/25/2008 

OFFICERS: 
President:  Lou Steinberg 
Vice Presidents: Jennifer Hardy and  John Harwood 
Secretary:  Mary Ann Turney 
Treasurer:  Peter Hughes. 
 
THOSE IN ATTENDENCE: 

Lucky Luckhardt   Chuck Murawski   Suzanne Winnell Hughes 
Christine Tighe  Lou Steinberg    Jennifer Hardy 
Craig Tighe   Craig Drenga    Arnie Depascale 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:10 p.m.  The minutes of the last meeting were summarized by Jennifer 
Hardy and were accepted as written. 
   
TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 We started this calendar year with $4,951 in the general fund and $2,014 of unspent weed control money 
for a total net worth of $6,965 on January 1, 2008. 
 
Dues requests were mailed out on April 26 and $2625 in dues have been received from 21 families.  
Another $360 has been collected in the form of prepaid picnic tickets, and $250 from White Lilley Pond 
residents as contributions towards the maintenance of D’Wolfe Drive. 
 
Payouts year to date are $137.70 in real estate taxes, $50 in corporate filing fees, plus $7 in miscellaneous 
expenses leaving us with a totals net worth of $10,005 on 5/21/2008. 
 
Real estate taxes on the West Beach should only be about $300, which compares with the $1280 cost paid 
earlier.  Many thanks to Arnie Depascale for his efforts in effecting this tax reduction! 
 
Twelve families from White Lilley Pond had been sent letters from the WPA Treasurer requesting donations 
towards the road maintenance fund.  These families use part of D’Wolfe Dr. roads  In response, seven 
donations were received for a total of $250. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Signs: 

Harold Kim of 46 Phelps Drive, a paid up member of WPA, has asked how he can get his name added to the 
sign at the entrance.  Chris Tighe offered that she would make a sign after being given exact spellings for 
the name.  Suzanne Winnell Hughes said she would provide this information to Chris Tighe.  Chris Tighe 
was given a current list of all paid up WPA members. 
 

Road Maintenance:  

It was agreed that approximately $1000 plus the $250 collected from White Lilley residents be used for road 
maintenance and that John Harwood would be asked to continue to take care of the roads. 
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Dam: 

President Lou Steinberg discussed a letter that was sent from Commissioner Richard K. Sullivan Jr. from 
the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR),  Office of Dam Safety (ODS) to the Western Mass 
Electric Co.  (Rona Night from the Conservation Commission had sent a copy to Lou.)  The letter included a 
CERTIFICATE OF NON COMPLIANCE and DAM SAFETY ORDER for the Watson Pond dam.  
Western Mass Electric were assumed to be the owners of the dam and were being ordered by the ODS to 
“Bring the dam into compliance and complete all repair, breach or removal work no later than November 

31, 2009”.   
 
It would appear that Mr. Richard K. Sullivan Jr.  of the ODS had not been informed that the Commonwealth 
owns the dam.  The Office of Dam Safety had previously agreed that they own the dam on the basis of tax 
records. 
 
Since the WPA and Watson Pond homeowners do not wish to have the dam breached or removed we need 
to send a letter to the Commonwealth and the Power Co. stating that WPA does not want the dam breached 
or removed but maintained.  We have an interest in the safety, repair and continuing presence of the dam.  
The “taking” of the dam would reduce our property values and they cannot take action without talking to us.  
They may have an obligation to maintain the dam.   Lou presented a draft of this letter, which had been 
written by A. Miriam Jaffe, attorney from Kushner Sanders Ravinal LLP.  Jennifer Hardy proposed that this 
letter be sent and it was unanimously approved. 
 
 
Weeds:  
The Conservation Commission has not approved the permit so the weed program cannot continue this year.  
Discussion followed about possible future weed control methods that might be Conservation approved such 
as mechanical harvesting, and barometric blankets.  It was agreed that more research needs to be done and 
that the weed control program is at a temporary standstill.  It was agreed that the remaining weed money 
should be kept in the account for future weed control use. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 
WPA Picnic: 

Jennifer Hardy has offered to co-plan the picnic this year.   
 
WPA PICNIC WILL BE ON LABOR DAY WEEKEND, SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 30, 2008 AT 1 P.M. 
ON THE WEST BEACH. 
   

The meeting was adjourned at 1:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by  
Suzanne Winnell Hughes (for Mary Anne Turney- Secretary). 

 


