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Minutes of the meeting, July 5, 2009 
 

Meeting was called to order at 10:15AM 
 
Attendees: 
Lou Steinberg, Craig Tighe, Mel Schnoll, Peter Hughes, Suzanne Winnell Hughes, Peg 
Huebner, Bob Lockhardt, Bev Bridges, Albert Bridges, Jay LaBonte, Joyce, LaBonte, 
Craig, Drenga, Mary Ann Turney 
 
Secretary’s Report: 

The minutes from the last meeting were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 

Peter Hughes reported that he had recorded 24 dues payments to date, totaling $3250, 
plus 40 picnic tickets sold for $480.  Income totaled $4980. There are several members 
yet to pay dues this year. 
Expenses for the year to date were $1515, not including weed control.  Weed control 
funds currently total $483.42. 
WPA’s current net worth including all funds as of 6/30/2009 was $8403. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted. 



Old Business: 
 

The Roads: 

Lou Steinberg asked about the multi-year plan that Craig Tighe and Arnie Pascal 
volunteered to develop.  Craig reported that he and Arnie never met to do this task.  
Recently Craig began grading the roads.  He said that grading, plus the addition of 5 
loads of material would cost WPA $4000.  Craig also cautioned that the addition of more 
material and grading will be needed as the roads are not in good shape.  Craig Drenga 
moved to authorize Craig Tighe to continue with the road work up to a limit of $4000.  
Motion carried. 
 
Weed Update 
Suzanne Winnell Hughes reported that the Weed Project will be managed in the future by 
Craig Drenga.  She indicated that chemical treatment is not an option since Lycott and 
WPA cannot get authorization from the Conservation Commission; therefore, it appears 
that mechanical harvesting is the best option to pursue.  
Lou noted that harvesting requires filing a Notice of Intent for permission to do the 
harvesting.  Suzanne reported results from a recent survey asking WPA member to 
support the weed project.  Nine out of 45 members responded to the survey with only 4 
positive commitments to contribute $1000 each.  Suzanne estimates that to begin 
harvesting would require nearly $20,000 and we have only $4000 pledged.  Since this is a 
long-term project, it is beyond our budget. Suzanne will notify Lycott to that effect. 
 
A discussion ensued, regarding the feasibility of purchasing and owning a harvester.  Lou 
indicated that a new harvester would cost near $55,000.  Craig Tighe estimated that it 
would cost $10,000 per year to run the harvester and dispose of the weeds.  This assumes 
a group effort to do the work.  Mel Schnoll stated that there would be a need for 
cooperation among the members and that this could be a problem.   
Craig Tighe suggested asking for help from Gail Palmer (Conservation Commission) to 
file the NOI in the name of WPA since Lycott will not write an NOI with WPA doing 
part of the work.  Lou urged that WPA file an amended NOI this season, stating that 
WPA will do the harvesting, including removal of weeds.  If the filing and the paperwork 
is completed over the winter months, it can always be amended later if need arises.   
Craig Drenga will contact Gail at the Conservation Commission.  Craig Drenga, Craig 
Tighe and Lou Steinberg will meet and write up the NOI together.  It was suggested that 
a new survey be developed to discover whether or not WPA members will support the 
purchase of a harvester.  Mary Ann Turney cautioned that first there should be a specific 
plan submitted to the members indicating details such as the total cost of the harvester, 
the work requirements, a schedule of harvesting dates and an indication of who will be 
responsible for the tasks.   
 

New Business: 
 
Picnic: 

Jennifer Hardy has volunteered to chair the annual WPA Picnic.  The date was set for 
Sunday, September 6th (Labor Day Weekend) at 11AM. 



 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Ann Turney 
Secretary  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


