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WATSON POND ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of Meeting 9/6/2009 

OFFICERS: 
President:  Lou Steinberg 
Vice Presidents: Jennifer Hardy and  Craig Drenga 
Secretary:  Mary Ann Turney 
Treasurer:  Peter Hughes. 
 
THOSE IN ATTENDENCE: 

Joyce LaBonte, Jay LaBonte, Lou Steinberg, John Harwood, Mel Schnoll, Peter Hughes, Beverly Schnoll,  
Suzanne Winnell Hughes, Michael Dunaj, Peg Huebner, Harry Wiseman, Jen Hardy, Arnie DePascale, Craig 
Drenga, Christine Tighe, Craig Tighe, Carol Heffner, Beverly Bridges. 
   
The meeting was called to order at 10:a.m.  The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as written. 
   
TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Peter Hughes gave his financial accounting and distributed his summary for 2009 through 8/31/09. 
28 dues payments have been received to date. 
Preliminary figures for the picnic show that we grossed $1,200.  The auction yielded $416, 50/50 = $75, bake 
sale=$26, prepaid tickets=$504.  The balance was tickets purchased on the day. 
 
General fund, cash on hand= $4,200. 
Weed account= $470. 
 
Thanks  were given to Jen Hardy for the hard work and wonderful job she did in organizing the picnic. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Signs: 

Chris Tighe reported that the sign for Kim has been put into place on the Kingsley road entrance.  
 

Road Maintenance:  

Craig Tighe did the grading work and spread material on the roads.  He has been paid. 
Craige Tighe and Arnie DePascale have planned to meet to discuss road maintenance issues.  
 
Dam: 

Western MA electric has been ordered by the state to come up with a plan to repair the dam.  Western MA 
electric received a letter from our lawyer, which stated that we were to be informed when any action was taken.  
WPA has received no further information about this situation.   
 
Weeds:  
Craig Drenga has been looking into harvesting methods and the possibility of purchasing a harvester.  He 
showed the group a small piece of harvesting equipment that could possibly be used. 
 
An update of the recent Weed Control survey was given by Suzanne Winnell Hughes.  The survey asked 
residents if they were in favor of a harvesting program, and if they were willing to contribute $1,000 to 
harvesting the weeds.   There were only ten responses to the survey.  Four families said they would contribute to 
harvesting.  Other responses included comments about harvesting being inappropriate, limited in scope and/or 
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ineffective for Watson Pond, or that legal action to allow treatment with herbicides should be pursued.  There 
was a comment expressed that some people would be more willing to contribute if the weed program were not 
connected the WPA. 
 
John Harwood suggested that we find an environmental lawyer and continue the appeal process at the State-
level to gain authorization to eliminate the weeds with chemical treatments. John stated that even those 
residents who chose not to join WPA, would be supportive of legal action to pursue the chemical treatment of 
the pond.  
 
Suzanne suggested that WP continue with an ongoing educational program regarding the weed problem, and 
that we determine if we have the financial support to pay for legal action.  Also, that we consider having a weed 
control group that would be separate from the WPA. 
 
Lou Steinberg said that it looks as though harvesting is not a viable option for WP because it would not be as 
effective, and we do not have the financial support.  Since the Weed Control NOI was initiated under the banner 
of the WPA, the group decided to continue with the appeal process to the State-level. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and unanimously supported to transfer up to $2000 from the general fund into 
the weed fund.  This money is to be used as required for the purpose of initiating steps toward legal action to 
further appeal our NOI denial. 
 
Craig Drenga has agreed to contact Lee Lycott to discuss weed control appeals.  Jay LaBonte will look into this 
same problem with our State Representative.  Lou, Craig Drenga and others will pursue finding the services of a 
knowledgeable environmental lawyer.  
 
Dues 
After a brief discussion, it was decided that dues would not be increased for next year. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted as recorded by Joyce LaBonte (thank you, Joyce) for 
Mary Ann Turney 
Secretary  
 

 


